
MEETING AND RECOMMENDATION from JUNE 29, 2015 (Revised August 20, 2015) 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Board of Trustees, a special meeting was held on Monday, June 29 to 

discuss physical plant needs, both immediate and future, of First United Methodist Church, with special 

consideration to the results of the 2014 meetings of the Joel Committee. Those present at this meeting 

were: Brad Chapman, Chair of Trustees; Dr. Glenn Myers, Shirley Cottle, Davin Brown, Chinera Latham, 

Tim Trudgeon, Kevin Neal, Belinda Brewer, Charlotte Miller, Angie Jordan, and Patsy Crenshaw. 

 

From this meeting, several immediate needs were identified. The first THREE listed here were identified 

as being the highest priority. 

 

1. Accessibility Requirements are not being met at FUMC on the Sanctuary side of Main Street. There 

are too few Handicapped Parking Spaces for the Sanctuary building with inadequate access to public 

restrooms once in the Sanctuary. The only restroom available on the Sanctuary side of the street with no 

stairs is in the Fellowship Hall, and the doors would be too narrow to accommodate wheelchair access. 

There are very limited options for accessible classroom and meeting rooms, as well as the Sanctuary 

itself. (The FLC was built to meet applicable accessibility codes in 2002 and no issues are present on that 

side of the street.)  An immediate decision should be made at minimum to install a ramp at the current 

Children’s Education Building at the front entrance on Main Street in order to make this building 

accessible.  

2. FUMC facilities for Children need to be updated to adhere to common guidelines for schools with 

restroom facilities in rooms (or between rooms) for younger children, there needs to be appropriate 

drop off and pick up areas for children that will account for safety of the child and well being of the 

parent. 

 

3. The cooling system in the Education Building is inadequate to handle activities during the day. This 

has been an ongoing issue, but it has not been properly addressed because the building has been used 

so few hours each week on Sunday mornings, and the expense to correct the problem moved this off 

the priority list. However, with the addition of the successful Summer Day Camp and After School care 

program, this has become a much bigger issue. 

 

Other needs identified, with less priority: 

4. Reallocate space for Youth 

5. Develop Nursery/Children area/room in FLC 

6. Reallocate space for Prayers and Squares that will adequately accommodate equipment and materials 

in a secure area. 

7. Update the basement of the Family Life Center 

8. Come up with ideas to use the outside area behind the FLC. 

9. Expand space for the Missions Committee to accommodate the work they do. 

10. Better organize storage areas in the church (particularly the basement of the FLC) and purge all old 

equipment/items that are no longer in use. 



11. Set up closed circuit video/audio communication throughout the church so that Sanctuary or FLC 

activity is accessible to those not in those areas. 

 

The results of the work of the Joel Committee report in 2014 revealed to our congregation the 

importance of welcoming young families into the membership of our church to insure the future growth 

of the church. Many ideas for the future were discussed as possibilities to assist in making our church 

more inviting and welcoming. Realizing that we are to the point where decisions need to made about 

the future facilities of the church, and before we commit money, time and energy to revitalizing existing 

buildings, we determined that we need to seriously look at what should be done to correct these three 

major concerns for future years. 

 

In reviewing past "Phase 2" plans from the early 2000s, we see that the same issues we face now were 

also issues at that time. We recommend to the Administrative Board that the following solutions be 

considered as we plan for future growth of First United Methodist Church: 

 

BUILD NEW BUILDING ON EXISTING PROPERTY: 

Using the Property behind the Sanctuary, develop plans for a new multi-use, multi-level building that 

would serve multiple functions, primarily a safer up-to-code environment for children's education (Pre-

School, After School, and Summer programs as well as Sunday School); provide an elevator that would 

allow for full building handicapped accessibility; provide appropriate number of handicapped accessible 

bathroom facilities for the church; give same floor access to restrooms from the Sanctuary; centralize 

and organize the music rehearsal areas of the church. Possible plans would include central covered drop 

off area, space for children on one level, music on one level, and adult classroom/meeting space on one 

level. 

 

This proposed new building would take the place of the existing Fellowship Hall and would be attached 

to the Sanctuary Building. Depending on how it is incorporated, the existing facilities behind the 

Sanctuary may or may not remain intact. Some would most definitely be affected in order to make the 

Sanctuary accessible. 

 

RENOVATIONS TO EXISTING PROPERTIES: 

Resulting changes from this new building would be a reallocation of the remaining buildings to fit the 

changing needs of Youth, Prayers and Squares, and Missions. 

 

Additionally, a long-range goal could be a multi-purpose gym/play area for use by children and adults. 

Connecting all the buildings on the Sanctuary side of the street under one roof would also be a goal, 

with potentially an open "court yard" environment in the middle that would provide a more secure 

play/picnic area for families of the church. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Angie Jordan 


